Sunshine C ttage” L é%é

SCHOOL FOR DEAF CHILDREN
WHO SAID FIESTA WAS CANCELED?

This year, we celebrated Fiesta
differently than ever before.
Everyone was royal, even staff. On
Monday, April 19, students wore
their uniquely-created crowns

and their best Fiesta attire. They
paraded on the campus and did
the obligatory wave to the crowds
of staff and fellow students along
the royal path.

Sunshine Cottage’s Fiesta
traditions have deep roots
beginning in 1952 when King
Antonio XXX, David P. Steves,
made the Texas Cavalier’s first
visit to campus. Since then, our
campus has celebrated Fiesta
every year with colorful streamers,
pinatas, confetti and a royal court.
We were not about to let that
tradition slide this year. Fiesta is
one of the most memorable and
anticipated traditions at Sunshine
Cottage, and when we say {Viva
Fiesta!, we mean !Viva Fiestal

Besides honoring our 182 Royal
Kings and Queens of 2021, we
want to celebrate last year’s royal
court, whose reign began right

in the middle of the pandemic
lockdown. Let’s salute The Court
of Festivals, 2020.

2020 Couyrt of
Festivadls

King of the Court of Festivals
Jacob Alexander of the House of Alvarado

Queen of the Court of Festivals
Ella B. of the House of Shell

Prince of St. Patrick’s Day
Brayden Marciano of the House of Barajas

Princess of Carnival
Genesis Edilia of the House of Salazar

Duke of Dia De Los Muertos
Tyden Jase of the House of Ellis

Duchess of Holi (Hindu Festival)
Mariella Grace of the House of Stevener

Duke of the Balloon Fiesta
Santino Miguel Angel of the House of Rodriguez

Duchess of the Taiwanise Lantern Festival
Emma Renee of the House of Berman

Page of Invaluable Service
Margarita Marianna of the House of Cleto

Page of Cheerful Consolation
Clara Marley of the House of Carpenter

Representing the explorer in all of us
Mateo Pedro of the House of Reyna
Aide of the Court of Festivals
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Message from the Executive Director

Here we are almost one year exactly after words like “social
distancing”, “mask-up,” and “virtual learning” became part of

our school’s terminology in our little part of heaven. We have
accomplished so many wonderful things despite all of the challenges
we had to face. Enrollment is at an all-time high and students
continue to thrive. We adjusted as parents and staff members worked
together to ensure our children did not lose momentum. I believe we

came out of this past year with flying colors.

As you know Sunshine has amazing traditions and this year we
celebrated those traditions in more creative ways. A virtual Christmas Sing-Along warmed
our hearts this year. In February, our Snow Day was taken care of by Mother Nature in

a much bigger and longer way, actually for a whole week. We still had tacos at Cowboy
Breakfast and a week-long Fiesta with a Royal Parade for All.

Next August, we expect more than 200 children to be enrolled when the doors open for the
first day of school. As an organization we are growing and serving more children as we
are modeling the expertise in the field of deaf education. We are educating all children to
the highest academic standards. Our in-house developed assessment instrument Cottage
Acquisition Scales for Listening, Language and Speech (CASLLS) is being used throughout
the largest districts in the state and expanding in most states throughout the U.S. We are
proud of our work and extremely proud of our staff for all they do for our children at
Sunshine Cottage and beyond.

I am quickly approaching my first-year anniversary at Sunshine Cottage, and I have been
able to witness firsthand the incredible accomplishments of our staff and positive parent
involvement. I understand why people come to Sunshine Cottage and don’t leave because
this is a place where dreams come true. We use the word “future” around here a lot,

and with parents” support we see a bright future for their children. This was the same
hope our Founder, Dela White, saw for her daughter, Tuleta. Every child should have the
opportunity to live in a listening and spoken language world.

I am blessed to be part of the Sunshine Cottage Family and see our wonderful children
daily. Thank you for believing, understanding, and supporting our mission.

Mark E. Eads
Executive Director

Thank you to the amazing
Texas Cavaliers for the years

of support. Your generosity
and friendship has allowed
us to continue serving
children who are deaf or
hard of hearing. iViva Texas
Cavaliers!

Correction: Winter 2020 Edition of the Listen Newsletter, front page article editorial error. Corrected statement: Mr.
Aspen Monts remained at Sunshine Cottage until the second grade when he transitioned into his neighborhood public
school, Woodlake Elementary in Judson Independent School District. He did not attend St. George’s Episcopal School,
as stated in the newsletter. We apologize for this error.



The Sun Shines On...
Farewell & Welcome

This year, Sunshine Cottage
said goodbye to long-time Social
Worker Angela Legarreta.
Angela worked at Sunshine
Cottage for more than 16 years.
Her role in supporting our
families and their needs was vital
in the success of each of our
children. She was instrumental

in creating a solid volunteer and
tutoring program and creating

a strong family network among
Sunshine Cottage parents,
including our Spanish-speaking parents.

“For more than 16 years
| had the pleasure of
working with parents

to bring their children to

school despite distance

and difficulty. They took

the hard road to create

a better life for their
children, and for that
they are an inspiration
to us all”

who sacrificed every day

Angela Legarreta

Each week she and a group of parents,
grandparents and friends of Sunshine
Cottage would gather and work on teacher
projects needed for classroom instruction.
However, these volunteer meetings were
more than helping teachers with projects.
Angela created a place where parents got
to know each other, learn each other’s
stories, and build friendships. One of the
most anticipated and memorable events
was the parent’s Christmas ornament exchange. Angela kept
the traditions of Cowboy Breakfast and Snow Day alive and fun-
filed. Students loved seeing her every day, and parents knew
they could rely on her support and guidance. She is greatly
missed, and we wish her and her husband well.

Pat Hughes and
Angela Legarreta Hughes

We are happy to announce our new Social Worker, Haydee
Sierra-Santos. Haydee previously
worked with the University Health
System as a service coordinator
supervisor for the Medicaid Star Kids
Program. She earned her Master’s
degree in business administration
from the University of Phoenix and a
Master’s degree in social work from
the University of Southern California.

Haydee discovered her passion for social work when she joined
Child Advocates San Antonio to fight against child abuse and
neglect. She served as a court-appointed special advocate

for aimost four years. She is also a proud military veteran who
served in the Army for eight years, including a tour in Iraq.

She is a proud wife and mother of two children. We welcome
Haydee to the Sunshine Cottage family.

For sponsorship opportunities, please contact Miriam Elizondo at
(210) 824-0579, ext. 211 or via email melizondo@sunshinecottage.org

[ ]
CHAMPIONS FORE CHARITY &
This year we raised $40,579.75 through / \
Champions Fore Charity, the most we have

ever raised! It is because of your support that CI'I AM PIONS

this campaign was successful. Thank you for pro, CHARITY

supporting the hearing journeys of so many \X’ /

children. You are our hole-in-one.

MAKING AN IMPACT (/.

Alexander Graham Bell International is an organization tgsed\} Madrid,
Spain that focuses primarily on informing and assisting professionals
involved in the diagnosis, amplification, intervention and education

of individuals who are deaf or hard of hearing. It also offers training
through virtual workshops and conferences to professionals, parents

. and individuals with hearing loss. In
' ':!1 March, Brenda Zapata M.A., CCC-
— r = A
 -*

SLP, bilingual Speech Language
Pathologist at Sunshine Cottage,
presented information through a
webinar. There were more than 64
Spanish speaking attendees from
nine different countries (Spain,
Mexico, Peru, Colombia, Argentina,
Germany, Costa Rica, Moldova

and the United States) viewing the
presentation. “General Considerations
in the Assessment of Children Who
Are Deaf or Hard of Hearing in the
Context of Tele-therapy.” explored

the use of standardized assessments
that provide virtual materials, the use of tracking tools such as the Spanish
Cottage Acquisition Scales for Listening, Language and Speech (CASLLS),
Speech That Works, and other speech therapy related apps used in a
variety of virtual platforms. Sunshine Cottage provides formal and informal
speech and language evaluations in the context of tele-practice when
necessary. Sunshine Cottage speech therapists provide annual evaluations
for every enrolled student. The assessments show how speech and
language has developed.
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SNEW DAY (WEEK)

An unprecedented snowstorm moved across Texas in
February of this year. This snowstorm took the whole city

and most of Texas by surprise. Typically, during January, our
Early Childhood students learn about the weather as part of
our instructional learning curriculum. Children discover how
cold it must get to make water freeze. They learn how to dress
for the cold temperature and how to enjoy and play in the
snow. Traditionally, the academic unit culminates with 9000
Ibs. of snow (shaved ice) being dumped on the upper-level
school grounds for children to enjoy by sledding and building
snowmen. For the last ten years, between two to
three inches of snow has been specially brought onto
campus so students can experience snow up-close
and personal. We didn't have to do that this year
because Mother Nature brought us the real deal,
leaving a winter wonderland for all of the city to enjoy.

We may not have had our traditional Snow Day at
Sunshine Cottage this year, but students and families
enrolled in our programs found ways to enjoy two
days and five inches of snow that fell heavily from
the sky throughout Bexar County. It was the most
snow San Antonio has experienced at one time since
1986. We will definitely cherish these memories for

a lifetime, but the next time we want to see that

much snow we hope it comes by truck and not by
Mother Nature.

4 o A listening and spoken language school




Oh How Our Garden Grows

Third-grade students have been busy sowing seeds. They began by planting bean plants from seeds and grew
them in the classroom under gardening lights. This month, students moved the bean plants to pots and planted
a blooming flower next to them to encourage pollination. They also filled the elementary trough gardens with
flowers to attract pollinators!

Later in the month, they will plant tomato and pepper plants in pots. At the end of the year, students will take
home their bean and vegetable plants and start their own home garden.

Now that is food for thought.
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Sunshine
Auditory Learning Foundation

Sunlight
Mr. Randy Rodgers &
Dr. Heather Wright

Sunbeam
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Kaminski
Mr. Robert Mauer

Sun Ray

Alliance Data

Anonymous

Victor & Peggy Creighton
Charitable Trust

Mr. & Mrs. Frederic Hamilton

Sun Glow
Dr. Susan M. King & Mr. Robert C. King
Mr. & Mrs. John B. Lupe

Sun Dial

Ms. Melanie Buck

Cavender & Hill Properties, Inc.

Ms. Virginia M. Cox

Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Ehlers

First Community Bank

Margaret Marie Graf Foundation Trust

Ms. Helen K. Groves

The Gordon Hartman Family
Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Mitch Heins

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Natho

Network for Good

Ms. Carroll D. Stone

Mr. & Ms. Pete Wilson, Jr.

Sun Dance

Anonymous

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bolner

Ms. Carolyn Croft

Mr. & Mrs. Richard DeGregorio

Mr. Joshua P. Galvan

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert W. Hill, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Blair P. Labatt, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. James M. Lott, Jr.

Mrs. Sarah C. McLinden

Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Murray

OPTION Schools Inc.

Mr. Stephen Reel

Ms. Jocelyn Selig

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Stevener

The Texas Cavaliers
Charitable Foundation

Trinity Mineral Management LTD

Ms. Kathleen W. Vale

Mr. & Mrs. Mark B. Woods
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Gifts, Grants, Honors & Memorials
December 31, 2020~ March 31, 2021

Sunny Day

AmazonSmile Foundation

Ms. Rita Augsburger

Ms. Allyson Dawkins

Col. (Ret.) & Mrs. Guy M. Huskerson, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. J. D. Pauerstein

San Antonio Chamber Music Society
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Wehmeyer, Jr.

Sunflower Mr. William Bailey

Ms. Cynthia Barrera

The Honorable Fred Biery

The Honorable Gladys B. Burwell

Mr. & Mrs. Wade Caldwell

Mr. Jorge Canseco

Dr. & Mrs. Jerry Christian

Mr. & Mrs. Gary David

Mr. William Ford

Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Frey

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Galloway

Dr. Donald M. Goldberg

Mr. James Hartnett

Ms. Karin Hendley

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Hernandez

Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Hollimon

Mr. Nathan Hudson

Mr. Charles Jackson

Mr. Timothy Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Jones

Mr. William Kothmann

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Locke

Mrs. Sandee Marion

Ms. Patricia McAllister

Ms. Melaina Moon

Ms. Joyce Moore

Ms. Beverly Murphy

Mr. Stephen Murray

Mr. Paul E. Ogea

Optimist Club  Towne & Country

Mr. Steven O’Shields

Mr. Alejandro Perales

Mr. & Mrs. Charles S. Plummer, Jr.

Mr. Rand Riklin

Mr. William Robinson

Ms. Ethel T. Runion

San Antonio Medical Group
Management Association

Ms. Kathy Stephens

Ms. Kris Summers

Dr. Kenneth Bloom & Dr. Sheila

Swartzman

Mr. Mark Tallichet

Ms. Marilyn E. Thompson

Ms. Margaret W. Walker

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Walthall IlI

Ms. Mercille E. Wisakowsky

Ms. Barbara B. Wood

Sunny Friends

Ms. Rosemary Andrews
Anonymous

Mr. David Bernal

Mr. & Mrs. James Biela

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Bordelon
Mrs. Brenda J. Braden

Ms. Laura Butler

Mr. Christopher C. Castillo
Sterling Chandler

Mr. Patrick Crump

Mrs. Frank S. Dalton

Ms. Sabrina Dannheim

Ms. Laura A. Davis

Mr. Allan DuBois

Mrs. Nancy Phillips Erickson
Mr. & Mrs. Ramon Escobedo
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Fennell

Mr. & Mrs. Russell Franklin
Givinga Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Judy Green

Dr. Fred Hayes

Ms. Karen Hogan

Mr. William Hudnell

Ms. Dana Ingram

Mr. James Kip

Ms. Elaine Knighten

Ms. Jess Krochtengel

Ms. Pam Mathy

Mr. John McLeod

Dr. Graham Hall & Dr. Deborah McNabb
Ms. Teresa Medcalf

Mr. Frederic W. Morton, Jr.
Ms. Connie Munn

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Neuman

Mr. & Mrs. Keesey H. Nixon
Mr. & Mrs. David Owen

Ms. Ellen Patterson

Mr. A. G. Pyper

Ms. Mari P. Rabinowitz

Mr. & Mrs. Dale J. Reller

Mr. Benjamin Ringel

Ms. Kathy A. Robertson

Mr. & Mrs. Francisco Rodriguez
Mrs. Sara Rosales Guerra
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rick Shaw
Ms. Doris B. Spector

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald E. Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis E. Tottenham
Mr. & Mrs. Roland E. Truax
Ms. Vanessa Valenzuela
Ms. Leslie Walter

Mr. & Mrs. George Williams
Ms. Dorothy Zunker

Ih Honor of:
Axel
Mr. & Mrs. Mark B. Woods

Georgia M. Bennett
Mr. & Mrs. Ed Kaminski

William S. Braden
Mrs. Brenda J. Braden

Addilynn A. Burkett
Mr. & Mrs. Mitch Heins

Alina J. Burkett
Mr. & Mrs. Mitch Heins

Cavender Toyota
Alliance Data

Ann Geisler
Mrs. Sarah C. McLinden

Emory A. Hamilton
Ms. Helen K. Groves

Emily M. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Frederic Hamilton

Jean L. Klaerner
Mrs. Frank S. Dalton

Priscilla B. Lupe
Ms. Mercille E. Wisakowsky

Joella L. Mach
Ms. Mercille E. Wisakowsky

Judith Odendahl
Mr. & Mrs. Dale J. Reller

Gunnar T. Olmos
Mrs. Karin Hendley

In Memory of:
Larry Andrews
Mrs. Rosemary Andrews

Robert W. Barnes
Mr. & Mrs. J. Charles Hollimon I

Penni M. Basse
Ms. Connie Munn

Brent Boller
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Frey

Marrs M. Bowman
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Wilson, Jr.

Carl D. Bremerman
Ms. Marilyn E. Thompson

Wallace Bruce
Mr. A. G. Pyper

Katherine E. Bryson
Mrs. Sarah C. McLinden



Georgia Mae Burkman
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Wilson, Jr.

Stuart Cavender
Mr. & Mrs. John Lupe

Christopher S. Clark
Mr. Mark Tallichet

Sarah Conger
Mr. & Mrs. John Lupe

William Dean
Mr. & Mrs. John Lupe
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Orme

Mildred Ehrenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Locke

Patsy Erxleben
Ms. Dorothy Zunker

John Thomas Fitch
Mr. & Mrs. John Lupe

Gloria Galt
Mr. & Mrs. John Lupe

Richard V. Harrell
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Franklin

Daniel Hosek
Mr. & Mrs. James Biela

Richard Killian
Mr. & Mrs. John Lupe

Polly Lou Livingston
Ms. Doris B. Spector

Marlene Logsdon
San Antonio Medical Group
Management Association

Alfred E. Luckasavitch
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Galloway

James R. Marmion
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Wilson, Jr.

Peggy P. Mays
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Wilson, Jr.

Helga McConnie
Ms. Dana Ingram

Martha Clifton McNeel
Mr. & Mrs. John Lupe

Wayne McGill
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald E. Taylor

Yeola Mitchell
Mrs. Frank S. Dalton

Eldon Morgan
Mr. Steven O’Shields

Marley J. Nance

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Galloway
Mrs. Sarah C. McLinden

Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Murray

Sara M. Noble
Mr. & Mrs. J. Charles Hollimon |l
Mr. & Mrs. John Lupe

Rose Marie O’Connor
Ms. Sabrina Dannheim

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Fennell

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Galloway
Mrs. Sara Rosales Guerra

David Ozuna
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Franklin

Seymour Palans
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Neuman

William F. Patterson
Mrs. Sarah C. McLinden

Albert Pruski
Ms. Marilyn E. Thompson

Shaun Reynolds
Ms. Marilyn E. Thompson

Doris F. Rohde
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Franklin
Mr. & Mrs. Keesey H. Nixon

Jan Tips Rowe
Mr. & Mrs. John Lupe

Doris Roznovak
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Franklin
Mr. & Mrs. Keesey H. Nixon

Luis A. Ruiz Javier
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Franklin

J. S. Sample
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald E. Taylor

Cecil Scanlan
Mr. & Mrs. John Lupe

Jennie W. Schoenbaum
Ms. Doris B. Spector

Patricia Sebesta

Ms. Sabrina Dannheim
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Fennell
Mr. & Mrs. John Lupe
Mrs. Sarah C. McLinden
Mr. & Mrs. David Owen

Mr. & Mrs. Charles S. Plummer, Jr.

Ms. Mari P. Rabinowitz

Mrs. Sara Rosales Guerra
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rick Shaw
Ms. Leslie Walter

Ms. Barbara B. Wood

James D. Smith
Ms. Marilyn E. Thompson

Carrie Spencer
Anonymous

Ms. Rita Augsburger

Mr. William Bailey

Mr. David Bernal

The Honorable Fred Biery
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bolner
The Honorable Gladys B. Burwell
Ms. Laura Butler

Mr. & Mrs. Wade Caldwell
Mr. Jorge Canseco

Mr. Patrick Crump

Ms. Laura A. Davis

Ms. Allyson Dawkins

Mr. Allan DuBois

Mrs. Nancy Phillips Erickson
Mr. William Ford

Ms. Judy Green

The Gordon Hartman Family Foundation

Mr. James Hartnett

Ms. Karen Hogan

Mr. William Hudnell

Mr. Nathan Hudson

Mr. Charles Jackson

Mr. Timothy Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Jones
Mr. William Kothmann
Ms. Jess Krochtengel
Mr. & Mrs. Blair P. Labatt, Jr.
Mrs. Sandee Marion
Ms. Pam Mathy

Ms. Patricia McAllister
Mr. John McLeod

Mrs. Sarah C. McLinden
Ms. Joyce Moore

Ms. Connie Munn

Ms. Beverly Murphy

Mr. Stephen Murray

Ms. Ellen Patterson

Mr. & Mrs. J. D. Pauerstein
Mr. Rand Riklin

Mr. Benjamin Ringel

Mr. William Robinson
Ms. Ethel T. Runion

San Antonio Chamber Music Society

Ms. Kathy Stephens

Ms. Kris Summers

Dr. Kenneth Bloom & Dr. Sheila
Swartzman

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis E. Tottenham
Ms. Margaret W. Walker

Mr. & Mrs. George Williams

Ms. Barbara B. Wood

Elsie G. Steg
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Walthall Il

Charles B. Tennison
Mr. & Mrs. John Lupe
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Wilson, Jr.

Robert W. Tisdal
Ms. Doris B. Spector

Sylvia S. Trevino
Ms. Kathy A. Robertson

Edward Vaughan
Mr. & Mrs. Pete Wilson, Jr.

Esemeregildo H. Vera
Mr. & Mrs. Keesey H. Nixon

Simona Villafranca
Ms. Marilyn E. Thompson

Lupe Ward
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Franklin

Nathan C. White
Mr. Paul E. Ogea

David J. Wiatrek
Ms. Marilyn E. Thompson

In Kind:

Costco Wholesale
Mari Rabinowitz
Ka’chy L. Ruiz

Every effort has been made
to ensure the accuracy

of names referred to
in this publication.
If you note any errors,
please contact Elizabeth Smith
at esmith@sunshinecottage.org

All donations impact the lives of
our children.
Thank you for your continued
support of Sunshine Cottage.

Due to COVID-19, any gifts

received after March. 31, 2021,
will appear in our next newsletter.
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Girl Scouts are back at Sunshine Cottage. In 1982 retired teachers Ann
Deatherage, Sarah McLinden and Caroline Jett led the first Sunshine
Cottage troop, Troop 319 and recently staff members Emily Stark
and Miriam Elizondo re-established a troop which includes
Brownies and Juniors. Recently Troop 1517 earned their Hiking
Badge, and they are excited to accomplish so much more
this next school year.




